INTRODUCTION
Natural Falls State Park, formerly known as Dripping Springs is located in northeast Oklahoma. The Park's natural beauty and flora have attracted visitors since 1907. Botanists such as Harriet Barclay, Charles Wallis, Edgar Wherry and several others have taken a special interest in the park because of its interesting flora, especially the ferns. In the 1980's the privately owned park was closed due to the poor condition of the buildings on the property (1) . In 1990 Dripping Springs was purchased by the Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department with plans to make it once again accessible to the public (2) .
In a 1988 visit to the Oklahoma State University Herbarium I noticed that several herbarium sheets of ferns were collected from Dripping Springs. This was intriguing and made me want to visit the area. In July 1989, while on vacation in northeast Oklahoma my family and I visited the park only to find that it had closed. In 1998 I learned through a fellow botanist that the area was once again open to the public. Due to my interest in floristics and taxonomy, Natural Falls State Park seemed to be the perfect place to create a checklist of ferns. Thus, the objective of this study was to create an inventory of the ferns of Dripping Springs by using my collection and the collections and observations from earlier botanists.
THE STUDY AREA
Dripping Springs is located west of Siloam Springs in the southeast corner of Delaware County R25E, T20N, Sec. 32 (3). The most eye-catching feature in the park is the 25-meter waterfall (2). The surrounding area above the waterfall and ravine below was the site of this study and past studies by other botanists. As is common in the Ozarks, the surface rock contains chert that gives rise to acid soils. Underlying the spring is a stratum of limestone of both Fernvale and Fite Formations. Thus the soils at the lower levels (ravine) are somewhat alkaline (4 
INVENTORY OF FERNS
A systematic collection of the ferns of Dripping Springs was conducted on August 7, 1998 and October 20, 2001 . Collecting focused on the ferns that grew in the ravine floor and rock surfaces. Using standard taxonomic methods, each plant was identified to species and subsequently inventoried. Specimens typically were collected in fertile condition with the exception of Botrychium virginianum. Nomenclature for the taxa follows Flora of North America (6). Vouchers will be deposited in the Oklahoma State University Herbarium (OKLA).
FLORA OF NATURAL FALLS STATE PARK (DRIPPING SPRINGS)
In three days of collecting, 17 species from 6 families and 12 genera were encountered ( 
